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VISION MISSION

We develop and support 
individual leadership and strong 
organizations that work together 

to improve health, education, 
and economic opportunity in 

all our communities. 

We strive to create a just 
and equitable society in 
which all residents are 
meaningfully engaged.

Magnificent and multicultural, a world-class hub for business, education, healthcare, 

and creativity: Miami has all the ingredients of a truly great city. 

Catalyst Miami is all about putting those ingredients together—and enhancing

access to skills and resources that help all Miamians enjoy a better quality of life.

It’s all about connections. 
It’s an often-repeated truism about success in business and other endeavors. 
And it’s even more true for entire communities.

Magnificently beautiful, dynamic and diverse, a world-class 
hub for business, education, healthcare, and creativity: 
Miami has all the ingredients of a truly great city. 

Yet Miami also suffers from civic fragmentation and 
profound disparities. Too many of our neighbors don’t 
have access to the basic tools, information, and skills that 
could enable them to build better lives. Many cities, of 
course, share similar issues—but they also have strong 
traditions of civic engagement that inspire their citizens to get 
involved in fixing them.

Fostering and leveraging vital connections to create a 
vibrant community is what Catalyst Miami is all about. 

For more than 17 years, we have successfully linked people 
and resources in Miami, South Florida, and throughout the 
state to foster a healthier, more robust city. Our proven
approach to community enhancement is built around four
interwoven strategies: direct service, leadership development,

capacity-building, and collaborative advocacy.

137K
Miami-Dade children live below the

federal poverty line.[2]

20%
of Miamians do not have a high

school degree.[1]

32%
of Miami-Dade residents have no

health insurance.[3]

1in6
Miamians live below the federal

poverty line.[1]

THE BOTTOM LINE
Miami has been ranked last in studies of U.S. metropolitan areas evaluating 
civic health as a function of their citizens’ participation and involvement.[4]

MIAMI
GREAT POTENTIAL — GREAT NEED

[1] U.S. Census Bureau Quickfacts, 2012.  [2] County Health Rankings and Roadmap, 2012. 
[3] Health Council of South Florida  2011 District 11 Health Profile. [4] National Conference 

on Citizenship: A Tale of Two Cities, 2010.



Empowered to Lead
Maisah Williams
Maisah Williams was just 20 years old when she first connected 
to Catalyst Miami through Public Allies—an AmeriCorps program
administered in Miami by Catalyst—that places idealistic young 
adults in nonprofit internships. Soon she was inspiring Overtown 

and Liberty City residents to work together to address poor
street lighting and other civic issues.

Today Maisah works with Catalyst Miami’s
Prosperity Campaign, which links low- and
middle-income Miamians to services and tools
that help build economic stability and well-being.
Thanks to Maisah’s assistance, for example, a
single mother was able to apply for a tax credit
she had previously missed out on—leading to a

$15,000 refund from the IRS. 

Generating successes like these day in and day out,
the Prosperity Campaign is one of Catalyst Miami’s

cornerstone programs. Maisah’s journey is a great
example of the ways we connect, touch, and improve lives

every day.

Connect for Opportunity
Thousands of Miamians need not a handout, but a hand up. 
They include hard-working individuals and families who make some of
Miami’s most important industries hum, but need help learning how to
manage their financial affairs and accessing vital social and health
resources to help them build better lives.

We assist these community members through direct services,
education, and guidance. So when you support Catalyst Miami, 
you’re fostering self-reliance, stability, and an enhanced quality of life
throughout the community.

120+ 
young people have kindled a
commitment to public service
while contributing their skills 

to area nonprofit organizations 
through Catalyst Miami’s 

Public Allies program.



Neighborhood Maven
Myrian Crissien
Running Catalyst Miami’s Homestead satellite office for the past 12 years, Myrian
Crissien has the connections to help her neighbors solve almost any problem—

whether it’s with healthcare, immigration, or economic survival.

Through the Prosperity Campaign, Myrian provides assistance with
tax preparation and immigration paperwork, and enrolls clients

for health benefits. She follows up, too. When a desperate
mother came in saying she had been denied health benefits
for her three children, Myrian tracked down the
bureaucratic error—and got it fixed.

But Myrian doesn’t stop there. She offers classes for 
the community on topics from financial literacy to civic

leadership to breast cancer awareness. And she keeps
learning about topics such as U.S. immigration policy, 

so that she can better serve her community.

Connect for Leadership
When it comes to a community’s quality of life, silence is never golden.
Residents who speak up make a community healthy. While millions of Miamians
care deeply about our community, many of us don’t know how to make our
voices heard.

Catalyst Miami teaches our neighbors to lead through powerful,
customized training experiences that reveal new talents and transform lives. 

5,000+ 
families gain access each year 
to services and tools that help
them improve their well-being

through Catalyst Miami 
programs, drawing millions of
dollars into the local economy.



Supporting Miami’s Social Contract
Ed Soto
The senior trial partner and head of litigation in the Miami office of
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP, Edward “Ed” Soto is a renowned,
highly successful attorney. He’s also a native of Miami and active
community volunteer who is passionate about Catalyst Miami. 

Getting to know Catalyst Miami programs such as the Prosperity
Campaign as well as many of Catalyst’s community partners,

says Soto, has given him “a new view of Miami.” Two of
his four sons completed yearlong Public Allies

apprenticeships, an experience that was ultimately
transformational for the entire family. 

“Community is a social contract: a series of
ideas that benefit the whole and allow us to
serve each other’s needs,” says Soto, who
serves on Catalyst’s board of directors.

“Catalyst not only helps people with nearly
nothing learn how to get something, but helps

other worthwhile programs get on their feet.”

Connect for Impact
At Catalyst Miami, synergy is powerful. We provide consulting and
training to fellow organizations to help them effectively connect with their
constituencies—and complement each other’s efforts. 

Small nonprofits typically have more energy than infrastructure. That’s why
Catalyst Miami also provides technical support and services that free up 
these worthwhile groups to focus on their mission.

Connect for Progress
Catalyst Miami serves as the backbone organization for civic
initiatives. When urgent issues affecting thousands of Miamians emerge, 
we are there to coordinate the community-wide effort.

Catalyst Miami gives Miamians a voice. We reach out to our elected
leaders on behalf of vulnerable neighbors to champion progressive
policy and protect essential services.

250+
graduates of Catalyst Miami’s

signature development 
programs, offered since 2007,

are now leading efforts to
improve the health and 

well-being of people throughout
Miami-Dade. 



100,000+
area residents have benefited
from improvements in health,

education, and economic
opportunity spearheaded 

by Catalyst Miami’s 
advocacy programs.

Connect for Good 
Catalyst Miami’s connections are unusually powerful—because they’re
so flexible. Unlike most nonprofit organizations, we forge close, hands-on
partnerships with all of our constituencies. Our
clients evolve into community advocates and
Catalyst employees. Our supporters step up
to volunteer. Our fellow organizations join us
in creative collaborations. Day by day, in
dozens of ways, we combine civic
dedication with sweat equity to make
Miami a better place.

Discover your unique connection to
Catalyst Miami. Our work invites
participation of every kind and partnership 
at every level. We welcome all who share 
our vision of a thriving Miami to join us. 

For more information, please call 305-576-5001 x19 or visit
catalystmiami.org.

“Miami holds the potential to be a world-class city that provides all of its residents with robust opportunities for
success and civic involvement. Catalyst Miami is the hub of a dynamic and growing network of individuals,

organizations, and businesses working together to make that vision a reality.”  —Daniella Levine, Founder and CEO

Our Programs
Prosperity Campaign
Connects low- and moderate-income
individuals and families with healthcare and
financial services to improve their health,
education, and economic opportunity

Civic Leadership Institute
Trains adults, children, and teens to
become active and effective in school 
and community improvement efforts

Imagine Miami 
A series of themed conferences connecting
people, organizations and businesses to
increase prosperity, well-being, and civic
participation in our community

Nonprofit Leadership Institute
Collaborative training, networking, and
technical programs designed to enhance
the individual and collective impact of
nonprofits and community groups 

Connect for Good Internships
Places students from colleges and graduate
programs in temporary positions that build
their skills while boosting the capabilities of
local nonprofit and government agencies

Public Allies Miami
Combines paid nonprofit apprenticeships,
intensive training, and service projects to
nurture young adults from diverse back-
grounds toward community service careers

ReServe Miami
Links continuing professionals 55+
(“ReServists”) with part-time, stipended
service opportunities at area nonprofit 
and public agencies

Miami Thrives 
Coordinates efforts among an extensive
network of individuals, organizations, and
university research partners to help end
poverty and increase economic opportunity



1900 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 200
Miami, Florida 33132

(305) 576-5001
www.catalystmiami.org


