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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Roe,

During one of the most extraordinary years in our history, 
the philanthropic support of the Strive Foundation has been 
a source of strength and encouragement for the University 
of Miami. The Stamps Scholars Program has continued to 
attract students of the highest caliber, enriching our student 
body and enhancing our prestige as an institution. 

Thanks to the Foundation’s ongoing generosity, the 
University is able to provide the Stamps Scholars with 
one-of-a-kind experiences beyond the classroom and the 
recital hall — experiences that recognize their talent, reward 
their diligence, build their characters, and continually 
challenge them to grow into their full potential. In turn, these 
exceptional young people make unique contributions that 
benefit our campuses and the wider community. 

We are grateful for the dedication of the Strive 
Foundation, which continues to have a profound impact on 
the next generation of scholars, musicians, and leaders. On 
behalf of the University, I extend deepest thanks for your 
partnership. 

Warm regards,

Julio Frenk 
PresidentDuring one of the most extraordinary years in our history,  

the philanthropic support of the Strive Foundation has been a source  
of strength and encouragement for the University of Miami.  
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Dear Roe,

Thank you for your steadfast commitment to the Stamps 
Scholars Program at the University of Miami.  The program’s 
impact on the University and on the exceptional students whom 
we are proud to welcome as Stamps Scholars has been genuinely 
transformational. 

Stamps Scholarships afford rare opportunities to the students 
awarded them. These highly capable young people are able to 
focus fully on their studies; enrich their experiences through 
wide-ranging, meaningful extracurricular activities; and make 
worthwhile connections within the University and with Stamps 
alumni nationwide. Your generosity helps them to expand their 
academic horizons and develop their unlimited potential—
particularly important in this uniquely challenging year.

All of us at the University are deeply honored by and grateful 
for your partnership.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Duerk 
Executive Vice President and Provost

MESSAGE FROM THE PROVOST

These highly capable young people are able to focus fully on their studies; enrich their 
experiences through wide-ranging, meaningful extracurricular activities; and make 
worthwhile connections within the University and with Stamps alumni nationwide. 
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Dear Roe,

Thank you for your continued, transformational support of 
the Frost School of Music’s Stamps Ensembles. Even with the 
challenges created by the pandemic during the second half of 
the spring semester, our Stamps Ensemble Scholars continued 
to excel, furthering the vision we share for the program and its 
remarkably talented students. 

It was hard to say goodbye to a wonderful Stamps Brass 
Quintet, but they do graduate!  Some are staying at Frost to pursue 
a master’s degree, which says a lot for the experience they had as 
undergraduates. The Stamps Jazz Quintet has toured, recorded, 
and represented the school all over the world. The Stamps String 
Quartet is wowing us all with their artistry and presence onstage. 
They are preparing for the Fischoff Competition. I love the 
new  Stamps Woodwind Quintet. They have a great vitality and 
willingness to experiment and grow. Professors Jodi Levitz and 
Valerie Coleman are continually upping the game for the Stamps 
Ensembles and the education they receive.

Through their wonderful performances, both within their 
respective ensembles and as part of larger groups, our Stamps 
Scholars continue to encourage each other’s achievement and 
growth and enrich the Frost School and its student body. They 
also serve as exemplary ambassadors for the school and the 
University of Miami.

I cannot thank you enough for providing these young musical 
leaders with such life-changing opportunities. 

Warm regards, 

Shelton G. Berg  
Dean, Patricia L. Frost Professor of Music

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

Through their wonderful performances, both within their respective ensembles and 
as part of larger groups, our Stamps Scholars continue to encourage each other’s 

achievement and growth and enrich the Frost School and its student body. 
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FROST SCHOOL OF MUSIC

STAMPS SCHOLARS
CLASS OF 2020

Stamps Brass Quintet
Logan Butler
Cameron Daly
Thomas Graf
Stefan Hopman*
Peter McFarland
Cameron Zhen

*2019-2020



FROST SCHOOL OF MUSIC
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A 
 musical career originates from a place deeper than talent and work ethic. It comes 
from a need to go into music. I felt that need, and attending a school like the Frost 

School of Music became my dream; a dream you made possible. Thank you profoundly for 
the world-class music education you have made possible for me. Since I first joined the 
Stamps Brass Quintet four years ago, I have changed and 
developed as both a musician and a human being, more 
than I ever could have hoped. 

I have studied with some of the finest professors, 
and have come to love the breadth of coursework that is 
available to me in addition to the rigorous and traditional 
music school curriculum, including courses in classical 
improvisation, music business, and audio electronics.

I am quite proud of the strides I’ve made as a musician 
over the past four years, the lifelong friendships I have 
cultivated, and of the person I have become. And, most importantly—as I transition to a 
world beyond the walls of this University and encounter the challenges inherent in moving to 
a new place, finding a career, and building a life—I am proud to call myself a Stamps Scholar 
because I know that the experiences I’ve had have prepared me for whatever lies ahead.

Logan Butler 
A 

s I near the end of my college career, I face many choices I never would have had if 
not for your amazing generosity.

I eagerly await what comes next, which includes pursuing a Ph.D. in clinical psychology. 
I hope to open my own practice in combination with my 
own gym, as I believe that mental and physical health are 
profoundly intertwined and can lead to overall wellness. I 
won’t leave music by the wayside, however, and intend to 
continue playing as much as time permits. I also plan to 
employ music therapists in my future practice.  

I’m the first in my family to go to college, and one 
of the only people I know of in my hometown to attend 
a major university. Without your great generosity, I 
would not be who I am today, and would not be receiving 
my degree with ambitions that reach so much further. I will pursue these ambitions and 
constantly aspire to be the very best man I can be. Thank you so much for all you have done 
for me. 

Without your great generosity, I would not be who I am today,  

and would not be receiving my degree with ambitions that reach  

so much further. 

Cameron Daly
STAMPS BRASS QUINTET

I am proud to call myself a Stamps 

Scholar because I know that the 

experiences I’ve had have prepared  

me for whatever lies ahead.

SENIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Glen St. Mary, Florida

SENIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Albany, California
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My gratitude to you and the Strive Foundation is very real, as is  

the happiness that bearing the title Stamps Scholar brings. 

It is a great privilege to have the Stamps 

Scholarship, which enables me to study 

at one of the top music schools. 

STAMPS BRASS QUINTET

Thomas Graf Stefan Hopman
I 

 still cannot imagine my life without attending the Frost School of Music, and I am so 
grateful to the Strive Foundation for making it a reality.

In May 2019, I was incredibly fortunate to be appointed principal tuba of The Florida 
Orchestra, one of about two dozen full-time, tenure-track principal tuba positions in the U.S. 

This timing made finishing my degree at Frost very difficult. Living in Tampa Bay, I was 
forced to schedule classes on Mondays only and commute 
four hours each way. With the patience and generosity of 
the Frost administration, we worked out solutions so I 
could complete the degree.

This opportunity is only the outflow of the many 
others which only the Strive Foundation and the Stamps 
Scholarship could have provided me. I am now, at 23 
years old, in a position where I can provide opportunities 
to my community and to students, and am situated 
for long-term stability and growth in a very exclusive 
profession. Your kindness and generosity has made 
that possible, and my gratitude to you and the Strive 
Foundation is very real, as is the happiness that bearing 
the title Stamps Scholar brings. 

M 
y name is Stefan Hopman, and I am a junior at the Frost School of Music. I play 
the tuba in the Stamps Brass Quintet, orchestra, and wind ensemble here at the 

University of Miami. 
It is my career goal to be an orchestral tuba player, and I would like to express my 

appreciation for your generosity in providing me the opportunity to devote my study to 
playing my instrument. This is a very competitive and expensive study, and it is a great 
privilege to have the Stamps Scholarship, which enables me to study at one of the top music 
schools. 

It is an honor to be part of this very talented Stamps Brass Quintet. Outside of playing 
the tuba, I have also been studying web and mobile 
design, which includes designing websites and other 
mobile applications. It is one of my life goals to combine 
my two passions of music-making and developing music-
oriented software, and your support has helped me get 
closer to achieving this aspiration. 

JUNIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Succasunna, New Jersey

JUNIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Boca Raton, Florida
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C 
ameron Zhen began playing trumpet at age 
nine, and in high school developed a passion 

for the instrument that convinced him to pursue music 
as a career. As a student at J.P. Taravella High School, 
Cameron studied under Ral Estevens and received 
superior ratings at all solo, ensemble, and concert 
band evaluations. He participated in the Broward All-
County Band, the Florida All-State ensembles, and the 
New World Symphony’s Side-By-Side Program. 
After graduating high school, in summer 2017, 
Cameron was accepted into the Boston University 
Tanglewood Institute Young Artists Orchestra, 
where he studied under David Krauss, principal 
trumpet of The Metropolitan Opera Orchestra. 

At the University of Miami, Cameron studied 
with Professor Craig Morris, former principal 
trumpet of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 
Cameron took part in the Eastern Music Festival 
in Greensboro, North Carolina, performing with 
both the orchestras and the Stamps Brass Quintet. 
He minored in Japanese and computer science and, 
with the help of the Strive Foundation, had the opportunity to study in Japan in summer 
2019. Cameron graduated in spring 2020 with a Bachelor of Arts in Music.

Cameron ZhenPeter McFarland
H 

aving known that I would be unable to afford quality higher education without 
financial support, when I was selected as the horn player of the Stamps Brass 

Quintet, I couldn’t believe I would be able to attend a 
private university and graduate debt-free.

Now, as a senior, I can see the many ways you have 
been helping me reach my dream of becoming an 
orchestral horn player. Over the past three years at the 
Frost School of Music, I have gone from being a terrified 
freshman to an ever-improving leader. Learning to work 
well with the quintet has been one of the most difficult 
challenges of my time at Frost, but the experience has 
been of incalculable value. I have improved 
my individual playing, learned how to play 
and communicate well with others, and 
performed numerous orchestral pieces, 
including playing leading roles. 

I would not be where I am today, having 
all the wonderful experiences I have had 
at Frost, without the blessing of your 
incredible generosity. I hope I can validate 
your investment as I audition for graduate 
programs and professional orchestra jobs. 
Your kindness has made my dream possible 
to achieve.  Thank you so much!

Cameron minored in 

Japanese and computer 

science and, with the help of 

the Strive Foundation, had 

the opportunity to study in 

Japan in summer 2019. 

STAMPS BRASS QUINTET

I would not be where I am today, having 

all the wonderful experiences I have had 

at Frost, without the blessing of your 

incredible generosity. I hope I can validate 

your investment as I audition for graduate 

programs and professional orchestra jobs.

SENIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Coral Springs, Florida

SENIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Yorktown, Indiana
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STAMPS SCHOLARS
CLASS OF 2021

Stamps Jazz Quintet
Jered Byford
Marcello Carelli
Maxwell Schwartz
David Sneider
Timothy Watson

FROST SCHOOL OF MUSIC



A 
s a Stamps Scholar, I have been working hard in school and involving myself in as 
many extracurricular activities as I can. I play music outside of school and work 

in the studios recording, mixing, and mastering pieces for other students’ auditions. These 
past three years have been some of the best of my life, and 
I have you to thank for it.    

The wonderful opportunity you have provided 
enables me to pursue my career in music and explore 
other possibilities. Last semester, I got my engineering 
license for the Frost Studios and have been focusing 
on the recording aspect of music. This gives me a new 
perspective on playing my instrument, and on writing 
and arranging as well! I have also been able to minor in 
computer engineering, which will help me understand 
coding and hopefully give me new prospects in music and for the future. Because of your 
contribution to my education, I have done much more than I thought possible for someone 
in my position; I cannot thank you enough. As I continue down the course of college and 
beyond, the opportunities you have given me will open other opportunities, and I can’t wait 
to see what life has in store for me. 

T 
hank you for enabling me to receive a remarkable education and numerous 
opportunities at the University of Miami. Besides the Stamps Jazz Quintet, I have 

played in ensembles directed by Emmy Award-winning artists, and am hoping to form a 
group in my senior year. I feel inspired to reach further every day, surrounded by students 
who are driven to succeed and follow their dreams in any field. This year, I participated 
in the U’s Emmy Award-winning cable television station as a sports analyst. It sparked 
my interest in pursuing broadcasting as an alternate 
profession. 

The Stamps Program helped me do all this and more. 
Most importantly, it allowed me to play with the same 
musicians for four years, making the music better each 
time we perform. We taught workshops, performed at 
world-renowned jazz festivals, and recorded an album of 
original compositions, which inspired me to start writing 
music. I never expected any of this so early in my career. 
Thanks to the Strive Foundation, I gained crucial tools 
to become a complete artist. Although still a junior, I feel ready to jumpstart my career in 
music or broadcasting. Thank you for awarding me the Stamps Scholarship and making my 
college experience far better than I could ever have dreamed. 

FROST SCHOOL OF MUSIC
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STAMPS JAZZ QUINTET

Jered Byford Marcello Carelli

These past three years have been some of the 

best of my life, and I have you to thank for it.

Thanks to the Strive Foundation, 

I gained crucial tools to become 

a complete artist. 

JUNIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Studio Music and Jazz

HOMETOWN
Snoqualmie,Washington

JUNIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Studio Music and Jazz

HOMETOWN
Bedford Hills, New York
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N 
ow halfway through my college experience, I feel I am starting to become a 
professional musician, composer, and businessman who is fully equipped for the 

modern world. However, the most important part of my 
experience has been my immense personal growth as a 
member of the Stamps Jazz Quintet at the Frost School 
of Music. Without your generous and continued support, 
these personal changes would not have been possible.

I realize that music, and life itself, are about 
relationships with other people. The experiences the 
Strive Foundation has afforded me have been about 
collaboration instead of competition. The Stamps 
ensembles work as teams and get to perform together 

every year at the All-Stamps Concert. I got to travel to 
Pescara, Italy, and Suriname with the Jazz Quintet and 
played with and for other musicians. Despite language 
barriers, we communicated and connected with people 
through our shared experience of music.     

The students and faculty at Frost are supportive 
and encourage supportive behavior. I did not sense this 
friendly environment at other schools I visited, and this 
made me want to attend Frost even more. Thank you for 
allowing me to be part of this very special community. 

Maxwell Schwartz
M 

y studies at the Frost School of Music as part of the Stamps Distinguished 
Ensembles would not be possible without your help, and I am grateful for the 

opportunity to make the most of such a one-of-a-kind program.
The flexibility the University of Miami gives undergraduate students to enrich 

themselves academically has allowed me to pursue minors in education, music business, 
and business technology—which Frost faculty have 
encouraged me to pursue. I am so thankful for 
the environment the school provides. The Stamps 
Distinguished Ensembles Program embodies the school’s 
motto, “Build yourself at Frost,” and through the Stamps 
Jazz Quintet’s amazing opportunities and the school’s 
support, I am definitely “building myself” along the way.

Since the current Quintet has been together, we have 
traveled to New Orleans, Suriname, Italy, California, and 
Aspen. We have recorded a full-length, all-original album, 
served as pedagogues and jazz ambassadors for the Frost School overseas, and become 
accomplished musicians in scope and depth. Your generosity goes a very long way, and on 
behalf of the quintet, I thank you for the invaluable knowledge we have gained and for the 
joy that being in this program has brought us.

David Sneider
STAMPS JAZZ QUINTET

Your generosity goes a very long way, and on behalf of 

the quintet, I thank you for the invaluable knowledge 

we have 

gained and 

for the joy that 

being in this 

program has 

brought us.

The most 

important part 

of my experience 

has been my 

immense personal growth as a member 

of the Stamps Jazz Quintet at the Frost 

School of Music. 

JUNIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Studio Music and Jazz

HOMETOWN
Berkeley, California

JUNIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Studio Music and Jazz

HOMETOWN
Hartsdale, New York
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STAMPS JAZZ QUINTET

Timothy Watson
T 

hank you for your support of the Stamps program, and for what it has done for my 
personal and professional life. 

I’ve had so many amazing experiences playing guitar for the Stamps Jazz Quintet at 
the Frost School of Music. I’ve performed with the quintet in Italy, South America, New 
Orleans, Los Angeles, and Monterey, and taught clinics at 
musical institutions like the Pescara Conservatory, Los 
Angeles County High School for the Arts, and Berkeley 
High School. Through connections I’ve made at Frost, 
I performed with Colombian pop artist Ale Jiménez in 
Costa Rica and the great saxophonist Noah Preminger in 
Boston, my hometown. And, of course, I’ve received such 
valuable instruction from my teachers, who are some of 
the most wonderful human beings I know.  

These experiences have brought so much joy and 
meaning into my life, and have already helped my career grow in ways that would be 
unimaginable without the Strive Foundation’s help. Thank you again for all you do for my 
and my peers’ educations. 

These experiences have brought so much joy and 

meaning into my life, and have already helped my 

career grow in ways that would be unimaginable 

without the Strive Foundation’s help. 

JUNIOR
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Studio Music and Jazz

HOMETOWN
Lexington, Massachusetts
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STAMPS SCHOLARS
CLASS OF 2022

Stamps String Quartet
Soohyun Chae
Lydia Newton
Wynne Owre
Ruth Stokes

FROST SCHOOL OF MUSIC
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I 
 could never thank you enough for the extraordinary gift of a full scholarship to attend 
the acclaimed Frost School of Music at the University of Miami. Now in my sophomore 

year, I am thoroughly enjoying attending the school of my dreams. 
Thanks to the Frost curriculum, I am building a diverse skillset that will help prepare 

me to enter an evolving music field. The University of Miami has also provided the 
opportunity to take classes outside my major, something 
mostly unavailable to conservatory students at other 
schools. A definitive highlight of my education here 
has been playing in several remarkable ensembles, 
including the Frost Symphony Orchestra and the Henry 
Mancini Institute Orchestra. Collaborating with fellow 
Stamps Scholars in the Stamps String Quartet has been 
a tremendous joy and learning opportunity. Stamps 
is teaching me how to build a team, form long-term 
partnerships, and create—as well as accomplish—group 
goals. 

As doors open for my fellow Stamps colleagues and me, I am incredibly grateful to you 
for making it all possible. I look to the future with optimism, desirous of investing in others 
the way the Strive Foundation has invested in me. I am humbled by the Foundation’s life-
changing generosity. 

STAMPS STRING QUARTET

Soohyun Chae
I 

 always had a strong interest in playing music, but had no real means of connecting to the 
broader music world and like-minded musicians. Thanks to your generous donation, that 

all changed with my acceptance to the University of Miami and the Stamps String Quartet. I 
was surrounded by three gifted musicians and exposed to knowledge from world-class faculty 
that helped me grow as a soloist and a chamber musician. I also learned to perform serious 
repertoire I could only dream of playing many years down 
the road. 

My quartet colleagues and mentors have also helped 
me to begin tackling the depression that had plagued 
my entire life. I learned to become a team player on a 

musical and personal level. 
This empowered me to mentor 
music students with similar 
issues at my local high school. 

My time at the Frost School 
and the U has shaped me into 
a musician and human I would never have imagined doing on my 
own. My future here feels limitless. The Stamps Scholarship has 
enabled me to reach a stage in musical growth that would have been 
otherwise unattainable, and I hope I can continue to explore what 
more I can accomplish in my years left as a Stamps Scholar. 

Thank you again for helping me pave my future in music, 
which I hope to be able to reciprocate to others as I continue to 
progress on my journey of self-discovery. 

Lydia Newton

My future here feels limitless. The Stamps 

Scholarship has enabled me to reach a 

stage in musical growth 

that would have been otherwise unattainable, and 

I hope I can continue to explore what more I can 

accomplish in my years left as a Stamps Scholar.

I look to the future with optimism, desirous of investing in others  

the way the Strive Foundation has invested in me. I am humbled by  

the Foundation’s life-changing generosity. 

SOPHOMORE
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Seoul, South Korea and  
Lubbock, Texas

SOPHOMORE
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Moss Point, Mississippi
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I 
 would not be able to study cello performance at the Frost School of Music if not for the 
Stamps Scholarship, and am so grateful for the incredible opportunities I have been 

given. It was wonderful to interact with so many amazing 
scholars at the Stamps convention in April, and to be a 
part of Stamps Scholars around the world. 

Now a sophomore, I can already see how being a 
member of the Stamps String Quartet has helped me grow 
as a musician and as a person. The many opportunities 
for performance and enrichment I’ve had have taught me 
a great deal. I performed great orchestra repertoire with 
the Frost Symphony Orchestra last year with renowned 
guest conductors, and this year with our new orchestra 
director. The Stamps Quartet performed our first full 
concert in our second semester last year, including pieces 
performed from memory. We even spent three weeks 
at the Castleman Quartet Program thanks to Stamps 

enrichment funds. 
None of these exciting 

experiences would have been 
possible without the Stamps 
Scholarship. I look forward to 
continuing to learn from the 
excellent faculty at the Frost 
School and am so grateful for 
your remarkable generosity. 

STAMPS STRING QUARTET

Wynne Owre
T 

hank you for your generous support, which has allowed me to study at the Frost 
School of Music and be the violist of the Stamps String Quartet. 

Being part of the quartet has completely changed my life. I have grown as a musician 
and as a person—more than I ever thought possible over the course of a year. We learned 
and performed four major chamber works, with opportunities for multiple major 
performances each semester. A major highlight was 
attending the Castleman Quartet Program in Fredonia, 
New York, which was an invaluable learning experience. 

Without your philanthropy, I would never have been 
able to follow my passion to become a professional 
musician. Spending every day playing and working with 

such talented, creative, 
and dedicated musicians, 
I have gained invaluable 
skills necessary for the 
performing world. Although I thought my career path 
was set on being an orchestra musician, being part of this 
quartet has set me on pursuing a career as a professional 
chamber musician. Your generosity has made this education 
possible for me. Thank you for allowing me to grow with the 
quartet and for all the opportunities we have had this past 
year. I am excited to see what is in store for us over the next 
three years. 

Ruth Stokes

Without your 

philanthropy, 

I would never 

have been able 

to follow my 

passion to become 

a professional 

musician. 

It was wonderful to 

interact with so many 

amazing scholars at the 

Stamps convention in 

April, and to be a part  

of Stamps Scholars 

around the world. 

SOPHOMORE
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Coral Gables, Florida

SOPHOMORE
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Hugo, Minnesota
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STAMPS SCHOLARS
CLASS OF 2023

Stamps Woodwind Quintet
Benjamin Fowler
Sofie Friedlander
Cameron Leonardi 
Emily Mendez
A.J. Meyer

FROST SCHOOL OF MUSIC
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STAMPS WOODWIND QUINTET

Benjamin Fowler
I 

 am an undergraduate French hornist studying at the Frost School of Music, and 
a member of the Stamps Woodwind Quintet of 2023. Words cannot describe the 

gratitude I feel for the opportunity you have given me to attend the University of Miami. 
I began playing the French horn in fifth grade, and while I wasn’t fond of it at first, it 

slowly grew on me, with careful help from my teachers and my father. As I played horn 
throughout grade school, it went from being a tool I used in band class to something that  
I shaped my life around. I hope to establish a career in music and share the gift that I’ve 
been given with those around me so that they might also 
enjoy it. The Frost School of Music has begun teaching 
me how to establish the career I long for, and I know that 
there is nowhere else I would rather be.  

Although I’m at the start of my 
journey at the University, I have 
already had several wonderful 
experiences at the Frost School 
and made lifelong friends and 
colleagues, especially 
those in the Stamps 
Woodwind Quintet. 
I look forward with 
humble pride to the 
many more friendships 
and memories I will 
make in the future 
while representing 
the University and the 
Stamps Scholarship.

Sofie Friedlander
M 

y name is Sofie Friedlander, a first-year 
student pursuing a degree in instrumental 

performance in bassoon, and a proud member of the 
Stamps Woodwind Quintet. 

Although I was slightly anxious about moving to 
Miami from Seattle, once I arrived at the U, I immediately 
felt at home. The environment at the Frost School of 
Music was exactly what I was looking for; it is highly 
competitive, yet the students want to be as 
good as everyone else instead of wanting to be 
better than everyone else. 

When I first became committed to pursuing 
my instrument as a career, all I dreamed of 
doing was playing in a professional orchestra. 
While I still hope to do that someday, playing 
in the Stamps Quintet has opened up a wider 

view of what I can do 
with music. 

The Stamps 
Scholarship has given 
me the financial and musical freedom to expand my musical 
education and experiment with ideas to help me accomplish my goal 
of making the world a better place through music. Thank you for 
valuing my art by investing in my future. 

Words cannot describe the 

gratitude I feel for the opportunity 

you have given me to attend the 

University of Miami. 

The Stamps Scholarship has given me the financial 

and musical freedom to expand my musical 

education and experiment with ideas to help me 

accomplish my goal of making the world a better 

place through music. Thank you for valuing my art 

by investing in my future. 

FRESHMAN
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Seattle, Washington

FRESHMAN
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Louisville, Kentucky
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36 n  University of Miami Stamps Scholars 2019–2020 Stamps Scholars Strive Foundation 2019–2020  n   37

Cameron Leonardi
M 

y name is Cameron Leonardi, a freshman at the University of Miami studying 
clarinet performance, and I am writing to express my appreciation for the 

financial assistance which has made it possible for me to study at the Frost School of Music.  
From my first visit, I knew Frost was a perfect fit for 

me. It has everything I could want and more — a great 
music program, a great location, and a great campus — but 
I would have been unable to attend without your generous 
contributions. My goals are to play professionally in an 
orchestra and/or teach at the collegiate level. I feel that 
being a Stamps Scholar will prepare me for these goals in 
more ways than I can imagine.

Although I just started this year, I have already noticed 
some tremendous musical and character growth. 
My teachers and peers have helped me grow as a 
person, and in a short period, the Stamps Woodwind 
Quintet has grown as an ensemble and  
I have grown as a musician playing in it. 

I will never be able to express how thankful I  
am to have been given this opportunity, and  
I will maximize the use of all the resources  
and opportunities the Stamps Scholarship  
affords me. 

Emily Mendez
I 

 am so lucky to have been selected as the oboist in the Stamps Woodwind Quintet Class 
of 2023. Thank you for supporting my education so generously. In a short time, I have 

seen how unique this opportunity is and how much it will 
help me become a better person and musician. 

I began playing oboe in my freshman year of high 
school, and worried that I was too far behind the curve 
to get into a great school — I almost decided to major in 
psychology instead. Nonetheless, I worked hard, and was 
able to get into this fantastic institution. I cannot thank 
you enough. 

I’ve learned so much about myself, about others, about 
music, and life in general. Being part of the woodwind 
quintet and the Frost Symphony Orchestra and Frost Wind Ensemble has been exciting 
and beneficial to my personal and professional development. Playing alongside graduate 
students in those larger ensembles inspires me to work even harder to reach that level 

of professionalism and talent. My future 
goal is to be principal oboe in an orchestra 
in a major city, and maybe take up a 
professorship at a university. 

Your support is invaluable, and words 
can’t even start to explain how much it 
means to me. 

STAMPS WOODWIND QUINTET

From my first visit, I knew Frost was 

a perfect fit for me. It has everything 

I could want and more—a great 

music program, a great location, 

and a great campus—but I would 

have been unable to attend without 

your generous contributions. 

I am so lucky to have been selected 

as the oboist in the Stamps 

Woodwind Quintet Class of 2023. 

In a short time, I have seen how 

unique this opportunity is and 

how much it will help me become a 

better person and musician.

FRESHMAN
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Coral Springs, Florida

FRESHMAN
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Miami, Florida
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A.J. Meyer
M 

y name is A.J. Meyer, and I’m a first-year student at the University of Miami 
majoring in flute performance. Without your generous support, I would not 

only be in debt, but would have missed out on the many 
opportunities I now have as a Stamps Scholar.

From the moment I started playing flute, I knew I 
wanted to be a professional musician, and worked to 
become a better player. This included attending a top-
notch music school; however, I realized I would not be 
able to afford any of the caliber I sought, even with some 
scholarship. Thanks to you, I can pursue my dream at a 
school I love, and be part of an amazing quintet. 

The level of musicianship of the Stamps Woodwind 
Quintet is higher than that of any small ensemble I have been in. Seeing how we have 
improved in a short time makes me excited about where we will end up in four years. 

Being a Stamps Scholar has been incredibly enriching, and has provided numerous 
unique opportunities. I wanted to go to music school to learn about music, but thanks to 
this scholarship, I will be able to do so much more. 

Your generosity allows us to live our dreams, and I hope to one day be able to have as 
great an impact on the world as you have had on mine. 

FRESHMAN
Frost School of Music

MAJOR
Instrumental Performance

HOMETOWN
Boynton Beach, Florida

STAMPS WOODWIND QUINTET

Your generosity allows us to live our dreams, and I hope to one day be 

able to have as great an impact on the world as you have had on mine. 



UNIVERSITY OF MIAMIMESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

Dear Mr. Stamps,

Your generous, path-blazing gift to the University of Miami 
has allowed and will continue to allow some of the best and 
brightest among our students to devote themselves fully to 
their personal, intellectual, and professional growth. We 
recognize that learning journeys are as varied as the people 
embarking on them, and that communities allow each one of us 
to flourish fully; your support has made it possible for some of 
our students to be a part of a cohort that will accompany them 
throughout their years at the University and beyond.

As someone who appreciates the specific goals of higher 
education in the U.S. — creating the citizenry of a democracy 
from its inception — I am humbled by your foresight in 
bestowing the gift of education and leadership on some of our 
students. I look forward to working alongside you in our joint 
commitment to these young ’Canes.

Maria Galli Stampino 
Dean of Undergraduate Affairs

 I am humbled by your foresight 
in bestowing the gift of 

education and leadership on our 
outstanding Stamps Scholars. 

STAMPS SCHOLARS
2019-2020

Stamps Leadership Scholars
Abigail Adera
Paula Da Silva
Christian Gibson
Pavan Gudoor
Joshua Kleinman
Gabriela Lee
Kinnon McGrath
Alanna Muldowney
Julia Platt
Bishara Randolph
Ezra Remer
Robert Shore
Pranav Sriraman
Rebecca Wagner

Stamps Scholars Strive Foundation 2019–2020  n   41

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI

40 n  University of Miami Stamps Scholars 2019–202040 n  University of Miami Stamps Scholars 2019–2020



Abigail Adera Paula Da Silva
I I  

wake up every day with a heart grateful to the Strive 
Foundation and an excitement to soak up all the 

goodness that the University of Miami has to offer. Thank 
you for so generously investing in me and every other 
Stamps Scholar. So much is given, much is expected, and I 
dream to make you and the Strive Foundation proud.

T 
hank you for your continued dedication to 
supporting excellence in higher education. 

Without the Stamps Scholarship, I would not be able 
to engage in so many internships and extracurricular 
activities. I can look forward to returning to campus 
year after year without having added financial stress or 
debt, which I am incredibly grateful for. Your generosity 
has propelled me to explore many different careers and 
opportunities for service to the community. Now a junior 
in college, I can see the impact the Stamps Scholarship 
has made on me that I would not have had without it. 

Thank you for so generously investing in 

me and every other Stamps Scholar. 

Your generosity has propelled me 

to explore many different careers 

and opportunities for service to the 

community. 

FIRST YEAR
School of Nursing and Health 
Studies and College of Arts  
and Sciences

MAJORS
Public Health and Geography

HOMETOWN
Inverness, Florida

JUNIOR
College of Arts and Sciences

MAJORS
Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology

HOMETOWN
Miami, Florida
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Christian Gibson
I I  

want to say thank you very much for granting me 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity of attending the 

University of Miami through the Stamps Scholarship. 
Your foundation does the most benevolent of work by 
providing students like me the ability to study whatever 
they want, as well as accomplish all their college goals 
without anything holding them back. This generosity on 
your and the foundation’s part has given me the ability 
to dive headfirst into my academic and extracurricular 
interests without even the slightest second thought. Again, thank you for providing me with 
this great start to my college career.

Pavan Gudoor
T 

his scholarship has been the biggest blessing for me and my family. I’ve been able to 
attend a prestigious university without putting the burden of college tuition on my  

hard-working parents. The Stamps Scholarship serves as a constant reminder of the identity  
I must always strive to embody: a leader and a member 
of the community. I understand that this scholarship is a 
privilege, and I am determined to make my mark on not 
only my school, but also my community. I’m excited for 
the possibilities that lie ahead. They are possible because 
of you.

The Stamps 

Scholarship 

serves as a constant reminder of the 

identity I must always strive to embody:  

a leader and member of the community. 

Your foundation does the most benevolent of work by providing 

students like me the ability to study whatever they want, as well as 

accomplish all their college goals without anything holding them back.  

FIRST YEAR
College of Engineering

MAJORS
Biomedical Engineering 

HOMETOWN
Oviedo, Florida

FIRST YEAR
College of Arts and Sciences

MAJORS
Computer Science and 
Neuroscience

HOMETOWN
Coral Springs, Florida

Stamps Scholars Strive Foundation 2019–2020  n   4544 n  University of Miami Stamps Scholars 2019–2020

STAMPS LEADERSHIP SCHOLARS UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI



Gabriela LeeJoshua Kleinman
I 

 am so grateful to you for the opportunities I have been able to pursue in college as a 
student at the University of Miami. Thinking back to when I applied as a senior in high 

school, I didn’t even consider that I would have the 
opportunity financially to attend the University. Being at 
this school has totally redefined the relationship which 
I have with the South Florida community, as I am able 
to integrate academic concepts into my understanding 
of the different organizations I work with. Beyond that, 
even though it is cliché, being at UM has allowed me to 
redefine my relationship with myself in so many ways.  
I have been able to explore such a variety of interests, and 
be in the presence of academics and minds who aspire 
to make great change. Without your support, none of this would be possible. You have truly 
empowered me and so many others. I cannot thank you enough.

I 
t is an honor to thank you for the generous support that you have given me as a 
Stamps Scholar at the University of Miami. The Stamps Scholarship changed my life 

for the better, and I have continued to grow even as an 
alumnus. In college, the Stamps Scholarship allowed 
me to explore my passions and combine them with all 
my academic interests—from sociology to public health, 
leadership education, mental health advocacy, criminal 
justice health research, and more. The habits of mind 
that I gained as a Stamps Scholar have made me more 
inquisitive, more introspective, more empathetic, and 
more humble as a person dedicated to service. I recently 
started my first year of medical school at The Ohio State 
University College of Medicine, and cannot express 
how excited I am to be here. I strongly believe that the physician I will become—and the 
patients I will treat—in one way or another, will always be touched by my growth as a 
Stamps Scholar.

The habits 

of mind that 

I gained as a 

Stamps Scholar 

have made me 

more inquisitive, 

more introspective, more 

empathetic, and more humble 

as a person dedicated to 

service. 

You have truly 

empowered me and  

so many others.  

I cannot thank  

you enough.

SENIOR
School of Nursing and  
Health Studies

MAJORS
Public Health and Sociology

HOMETOWN
Naperville, Illinois

JUNIOR
College of Arts and Sciences

MAJOR
Medical Anthropology

HOMETOWN
Miami, Florida
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Kinnon McGrath
I 

 am grateful beyond words for the generosity 
of the Strive Foundation. The ability to have so 

many resources at my disposal has greatly impacted 
my undergraduate career. Graduating debt-free in the 
modern era is nearly unheard of, and my lack of debt will 
tremendously improve my life following graduation. I 
have been able to gain fluency in the Arabic language 
through the use of my enrichment fund. I am now able 
to study abroad, which has always been a dream of mine! 
As a Stamps Scholar, I am always surrounded by other 
passionate students and leaders. Again, thank you so 
much for the work that you do; my life has been changed by this scholarship.

Alanna Muldowney
I  cannot thank you and your foundation enough for this life-changing experience. The 

faith that you put in me has given me opportunities that I never could have imagined, 
and I am very grateful for your generosity. I am now in my last year of my architectural 
engineering degree at the University of Miami. Looking 
back on the past three years, I feel so lucky to have had 
the opportunity to follow both my engineering and 
architecture dreams. With my enrichment fund, I have 
been able to supplement the technical engineering 
course load of my degree with architectural design 
opportunities. In the future, I hope to bridge the 
traditional divide between civil engineers and architects. 
Last year, I spent a semester working in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, for a start-up architecture firm pioneering 
3-D printed design solutions for low-income housing in Latin America. Additionally, I was at 
Harvard this past summer studying architecture at their Graduate School of Design. These 
experiences propelled me into an internship with a forensic engineering firm based here in 
South Florida. With this company, I have been able to combine both my passions—structural 
engineering and architectural design—to help come up with solutions to solve the problems 
of today’s built world. I never would have been able to attend the University of Miami or take 
these opportunities without your constant support and confidence in me. I am very, very 
thankful for these four years. I hope I am making you proud!

As a Stamps Scholar, I am always surrounded by other passionate 

students and leaders. 

I feel so lucky 

to have had the 

opportunity to 

follow both my 

engineering and 

architecture 

dreams.

JUNIOR
College of Arts and Sciences

MAJORS
International Studies  
and Spanish

HOMETOWN
Cape Elizabeth, Maine

SENIOR
College of Engineering

MAJOR
Architectural Engineering

HOMETOWN
Ormond Beach, Florida
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Julia Platt
T 

hank you so much for your generosity in 
contributing to my educational journey by 

providing me with the University of Miami Stamps 
Scholarship. Your altruism has allowed me to embark on 
academic endeavors that I never imagined were possible, 
including studying subjects in every area that interests 
me, participating in clubs that reflect my passions, 
accepting out-of-state internships that are inspiring 
my career path, and researching critical healthcare 
issues. I am uncertain as to what I want to do in the future, but the opportunity for 
endless exploration that you fostered is allowing me to taste all possibilities and become 
increasingly confident in my ability to spark positive social change through innovation and 
invention. I am forever grateful for your kindness.

Bishara Randolph
T 

he opportunity to be a Stamps Scholar has 
enriched my time here at University of Miami. 

It has provided me with additional resources, mentors, 
and academic flexibility that lets me explore the full 
array of academic opportunities that the University has 
to offer. I have been able to complete my major early, get 
involved in various research projects, lead the school’s 
mock trial team, and give back to the UM community, 
largely due to Mr. and Mrs. Stamps’ generous gift. I was 
also blessed with a public health 
internship last summer through 
a connection made by the Strive 
Foundation. I want to express my 
gratitude for being chosen to be a 
Stamps Scholar, and thank you not 
only for the scholarship, but for 
the time and energy you all at the 
Strive Foundation put in to make 
sure our time at college is enriched 
and filled with opportunities and 
valuable connections. 

Being a Stamps Scholar has provided me 

with additional resources, mentors, and 

academic flexibility that lets me explore 

the full array of academic opportunities 

that the University has to offer.

Your altruism has allowed me to embark on academic endeavors 

that I never imagined were possible.

SOPHOMORE
College of Arts and Sciences

MAJORS
Mathematics and Economics

HOMETOWN
Atlanta, Georgia

SOPHOMORE
School of Nursing and  
Health Studies

MAJOR
Public Health 

HOMETOWN
Northville, Michigan
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I 
cannot begin to express my gratitude for the 
generosity of the Stamps Scholarship. This 

scholarship has not only helped me achieve my 
wildest academic and extracurricular aspirations, 
but it has also allowed me to give back to others. 
The Stamps Scholarship’s enrichment funds have 
allowed me to travel to the island nation of Dominica 
as part of a nonprofit I started (the Dominica Coffee 
Revitalization Initiative) to assist in the sustainable 
recovery of the island after the devastation of 
Hurricane Maria.  The multiplier effect felt by this 
scholarship can be seen across the small island, as one act of generosity has sparked even more.

Ezra Remer
Dear Mr. Stamps,

You are a superhero. Why? Because you have made what would have once been 
considered the impossible a reality. 

As a senior in high school, I never would have believed that I could have three majors 
and a minor as an undergraduate student. You made this possible by giving me the 
opportunity to attend the University of Miami (the only school in the world, I believe, 
where I could possibly have created this academic combination). 

I never would have believed that I could learn to speak Chinese so fluently that, after 
only three years of language study, I would qualify to attend a graduate school program 
taught exclusively in Chinese (in China). You made this 
possible by providing me enrichment funds to attend the 
Middlebury Summer Language Institute.

I never would have believed that I would connect with 
hundreds of the brightest students from across the world 
(many of whom I keep in close contact with to this day). 
You made this possible by bringing the Stamps Scholars 
together at the annual conferences and at the Supreme 
Court/White House trip this January.

My life trajectory was permanently altered for the 
better because of your generosity, and I am eternally 
grateful.  

You are a superhero.

Robert Shore

My life trajectory 

was permanently 

altered for the better 

because of your 

generosity, and I am 

eternally grateful.  

The multiplier effect felt by this scholarship 

can be seen across the small island, as one 

act of generosity has sparked even more.

SENIOR
School of Communication

MAJOR
Communication Honors 
(Documentary Film  
Production)

HOMETOWN
New Orleans, Louisiana

JUNIOR
College of Arts and Sciences

MAJORS
Economics, Political Science,  
and Independent Major  
(Chinese Studies)

HOMETOWN
Charlotte, North Carolina
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Pranav Sriraman Rebecca Wagner
I 

 would like to humbly thank you for the Stamps Scholarship opportunity. Over the last 
three years I have had the chance to explore many disciplines pertaining to the future 

of healthcare through an interdisciplinary approach 
(STEM, management and humanities). I am so eager to 
be in the age of health technology that I decided to take 
the risk of founding NutriEAT, a personalized nutrition 
startup. The financial benefits your foundation provides 
enable me to follow my passion and chase innovation 
without looming worries about student debt. I look 
forward to utilizing the enrichment fund to delve deeper 
into biochemistry, specifically pertaining to nutrition and 
treatment of rare genetic disorders. Thank you for the 
opportunity to have amazing experiences here at the U. 

T 
hank you! As I look back over four quick years at 
the University of Miami, there’s no doubt in my 

mind that every incredible experience is owed to your 
and the Strive Foundation’s generosity. You have given 
me the opportunity to do so many things: I practiced 
marine science in the Galápagos Islands, studied 
economics in Madrid, helped with a coffee initiative 
in Dominica, presented an entrepreneurial project in 
Philadelphia, tagged sharks in Miami, and so much more. 
Further, through the network created by the foundation, 
I formed friendships that I am certain will last the rest 
of my life. I am beyond grateful for the gift I have been given, to live out dreams I scarcely 
believed possible before receiving the Stamps Scholarship. It is my great hope to put back 
into the world what I have received, and I can only hope to work to improve the lives of 
those around me, as you did by taking a chance on me.

The financial benefits your foundation provides enable me to 

follow my passion and chase innovation without looming worries 

about student debt.

I am beyond grateful for the gift I 

have been given, to live out dreams 

I scarcely believed possible before 

receiving the Stamps Scholarship. 

SOPHOMORE
College of Arts and Sciences

MAJORS
Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology, Economics, and  
Psychology

HOMETOWN
Bangalore, India

SENIOR
Rosenstiel School of Marine  
and Atmospheric Science;  
College of Arts and Sciences

MAJORS
Marine Science/Computer  
Science; Economics

HOMETOWN
Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin
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THANK YOU



Str ive Foundat ion


